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to the possibilities of one's own future state—even more
than the lucubrations of Sir Oliver Lodge!
Again thanking you for your delightful lecture.
Yours sincerely,
alice hylton
Will you come and transfigure my commonplace teacups
one day?
To his daughter Jane	34> Queen's Gate Gardens S.W,
April 21, 1919
... I have often felt that if I had been a clergyman and
preached to a school of boys or girls I should have chosen
the text" I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of
the world but that thou shouldest keep them from the
evil." I am sure that "a furtive and cloistered virtue"
(Milton's phrase) is very inferior for most of us to a life
in—but not too much of—the world. The first cuts all
the difficulties by running away from them, and is narrow
and inhuman besides—tho' there are no doubt peculiar
natures who become saints through it. Soon you will have
all these problems to decide more and more for yourself:
very likely—almost certain.—you will not in the end
decide them all as I or even Mother would. But I hope you
will for some time yet feel that you like to listen and even
generally to follow our advice, which you know comes
from hearts that are foil to the brim of love of you: and
that then we in our turn shall not be surprised or hurt, i£
as you grow up, it turns out that your views of some or
'many matters are not the same as ours.
I hope perhaps I shall see you before the G.D.A.1 week,
but if not I hope you will enjoy it. I hope it will not be
too concentrated or absorbing; there is a danger of getting
too self-conscious and over-absorbed in religion as well as
the commoner danger of being indifferent. Introspection
/is very easily carried too far, and many of the very best
1 Girls' Diocesan Association.

